Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “Remember, remember always, that all of us, and you and I especially, are descended from immigrations and revolutionists.”  
The very fabric of our great state is being torn apart into separate and distinct colors like a patchwork quilt as we sit by as spectators at a sporting event. The time to rage against the system that would enslave us to our ethnicities, languages and/or others’ cultural biases is now. People of color, people with heavy accents, persons who do not speak English as their first language, will all be direct targets of the campaign of intimidation contemplated by SB1070. 

No matter the specifics of the law, the underlying tone of the legislation is akin to the witch hunts and unjust trials in Salem in the late 1690’s.  In Salem, the “reasonable suspicion” of being a witch would get you hung on the very day you were charged. In Arizona, the police force would similarly only need a “reasonable suspicion” that someone is undocumented before they would be able to arrest and detain them.  Given the current 287 (g) policy, these persons arrested or detained will be turned over to ICE or given holds.  Most of these persons will be removed without a hearing or even so much as a phone call to a lawyer. 
Under the proposed law, the reasonable suspicion could be anything from brown or black skin, heavy accents, inability to speak English, or simply being Hispanic/Latino or Black.  The real life application of this subjective standard is simply racism. Proponents say that it is not a color issue, but unless someone from Europe or another primarily white Caucasian country opens their mouth it is very doubtful that the police would have reasonable suspicion to stop and question them. On the converse, get more than two Hispanic males in a work truck and they will be stopped every time. 
Productive and “legal” upstanding members of the society will be torn from the landscape of this great state in an effort to avoid the constant roadblocks, raids and personal violations of their civil rights. Those that stay will eventually grow tired of the constant harassment and/or constant request for proof of their citizenship or residency.  As more targeting of these classes of person’ increase, the more animosity will grow between the citizen, immigrant and non-immigrant population ending up causing a divide that later cannot be overcome. Ultimately, the law is not good for the state, not good for its citizens, and not good for the legal immigrants that reside here.
The work of Friendly House builds on America's identity as a nation of immigrants by promoting fairness in the law and advancing a number of ways to help immigrants fully enter the mainstream of American life. We strive to align our work with the highest aspirations of Latinos – immigrants and natives alike. Friendly House’s work strives to provide the full economic and social integration of immigrants into the mainstream of American life. 

Hence for 90 years, Friendly House is on the front line of carrying out the work that has always been essential to America's success as a nation, ensuring full respect for the contributions of immigrants and full access to the American Dream.  As such, Friendly House publicly opposes SB1070.
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Respectfully,

Luis Ibarra

President/CEO

Friendly House, Inc.
